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St. Cloud Fraternity - Secular Franciscan Order

Peace and All Goodness to each of you my 
Franciscan Brothers and Sisters!

I wish to thank each of you for putting your trust in 
me to be our next St. Cloud Fraternity Minister.  I will 
try to do my best to do everything this offi ce asks of a 
leader.  You need to know that it is not an offi ce I’ve 
ever wished to have, also the only NAY vote was my 
own vote.  

Advent season is my favorite liturgical season and 
what is means to me and I hope to you, also.  It really 
isn’t about preparing for a demanding holiday feast 
that follows with shopping, baking, rushing here and 
there.   It is a time to be “silent” waiting in anticipation 
for the coming of God into the fl esh as a human being 
as an infant.  We wait in silence this season, lighting 
our Advent wreath candles.  Reading the beautiful  
poetic words of Isaiah in scripture letting those words 
engulf you whole being.  I’d like to challenge you to 
take just one word from those scriptures or a phrase 
and sit with it quietly, on your own, seeing what God 
might want to reveal to you.  Quiet contemplation 
is what we are called to as Franciscans.  Savor the 
beautiful moving words we hear during this season 
of Advent.

We all know the story of our Blessed Francis how he 
meditated on the things that were done in Christ’s 
time as he knew them from the scriptures and                      
reenacted the Nativity scene.  Always wanting to         
imitate what he knew about Jesus’ life.  Wanting to 
represent as faithfully as possible the lowly poverty of 
the infancy of the Redeemer born in Bethlehem. 

I once did a paper on one of our greatest                               
Franciscan Fathers, John Duns Scotus.  His thoughts 
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were so foreign to me I prayed if I could get a D+ or C- 
on my paper I would be happy.  When he was beati-
fi ed, they wrote on the medal struck for that occasion:  
Incarnatio - Summun Opus Dei” [“The Incarnation-The 
Greatest Work of God!”]  This awesome fact manifests 
one of the key elements of our rich Franciscan theolo-
gy. 

 Not all people want to focus on the crib but with the 
above information we as Franciscans have a choice: to 
look at the crib scene, or to be part of the scene, as 
Francis did.  There we see and experience the powerful 
messages and examples of poverty/humility/dependen-
cy/love.

Look at the beginning of St. John’s gospel, after Christ 
becomes man, he says: he came unto his own, and his 
own received him not”!  What an indictment.  But we 
gather to let the whole world know that we want to ac-
cept Him, to receive Him  - as our Priest -as our Prophet 
-as our King, all part of our baptismal vows.  And we 
receive Eucharist as the seal on this acceptance - we 
accept Him as our Priest, Prophet and King in our lives 
once again.  How lucky we are to be Believers!!

(Some of the above was adapted from Focus on Francis 
by +Fr. John Sullivan, OFM + Francis’ Three Loves)



Newly Elected Council

The new council for the St. Cloud Fraternity. From left to right pictured:
Janet Hyk, Vice-Minister;  Marcia Finnerty, Treasurer;  Connie Lacher, Minister;  
Mary Holtz, Council Member;  Paul Thomas, Council Member;  Linda Penniston, Secretary
Edith Daniels, Formation Director

We gratefully welcome our newly elected fraternity council. Thank you to those members who have agreed 
to be servant leaders for the good of our fraternity and the Franciscan Order. The election took place on No-
vember 18th. The visitation and election was conducted by Tim Taromina, OFS, Regional Council Presider 
and Kathy Taromina,OFS, Pastoral Witness. We currently have 14 professed members and 12 of them were 
present for the election.

On How to Be A Manger
by Barbara S. Germiat

Be empty
Be sturdy

Be soft inside
Be still

Be ready
We prepare a place for you, O Lord.

How to be a Manger

Treasurer’s Report



Edith Daniels, OFS

Thank you, Mary, for leading us the past six years in our Franciscan formation, both in monthly ongoing       
formation and initial formation for our new members.  You have left me large shoes to fi ll.  Thank you.

Our theme this year is REBUILD MY HOUSE.  This is the message that was given to Francis at the beginning 
of his conversion.  It is also the message given to us as his followers.  The foundation of our house is the Rule 
of the Secular Franciscans that we professed.  We will continue the study of the Rule during our ongoing       
formation.  Last time we discussed the Prologue to the rule.  

This week we will discuss SFO rule Chapter 1.  Using your 
rule book, meditating on the reading and studying Chapter1 
using the formation book that you used during your initial 
formation before profession and the Tau magazine article 
The OFS Rule: A Gift, a Call, an Inspiration, a Tool from 
the most recent issue, we will discuss this part of the rule.  
Come prepared for sharing during the discussion.

At our January gathering  we will follow the same format 
to discuss Chapter 2, Article 4.  Hopefully, by reviewing 
the Rule, we will be re-energized and renewed in follow-
ing what we have professed.  Even though I have been 
reading the red Rule book, this thorough study has been 
very helpful for me to become more aware of living it 
more fully.
 
God's Blessings to you for a Joy fi lled Christmas and a 
New Year fi lled with Peace.

Edith Daniels, OFS

Dear Franciscan Friends,

On December 1, 2018 cash balances for our Fraternity 
are as follows:

Checking Account: $5050.41
For the Poor: $3035.00

For the Quinn: $2842.53

Peace,
Marcia Finnerty (Treasurer)

Treasurer’s Report

Ongoing Formation

“Lord, help me 
to live this day, 
quietly, easily. To 
lean upon Thy great 
strength, trustfully, restfully. 
To wait for the unfolding of Thy will, 
patiently, serenely. To meet others, 
peacefully, joyously. To face tomorrow, 
confi dently, courageously.”
Francis of Assisi 

What Did 
Francis 

Say?



I found out from a mutual friend I have with Carol 
Dagit that Carol moved from St. Benedict’s Center 
to Ortonville, Minnesota.  I telephoned Carol and 
she shared with me how very hard it was for her to 
leave St. Benedict’s because of the friends she had 
made there over the last few years.  She had a won-
derful send off when she did leave with balloons 
and little gifts.

She moved to be close to one of her children, 
Lisa, her oldest daughter lives in Ortonville, MN. 
Our sister, Edith Daniels, called it  the pimple of         
Minnesota as the state juts to the west just there 
before connecting with South Dakota. 

Carol has found it diffi cult to make new friends 
where she is at with such a small number of          
residents in the facility she lives now in.  She  com-
mented that she is one of the least needy people 
where she lives.  Carol is grateful to be closer to 
one of her children, however. Lisa and her husband 
Russ take her many places which she enjoys a great 
deal.

Spotlight on our Elders

She waits for Thursdays when they have Mass in her 
facility.  When she can she goes on Sunday with 
Lisa and Russ to their parish church.  Her group 
does have some opportunities to go places for tours.                    
Recently she went with seventeen people from the 
section where she lives to tour the Benedictine Blue 
Abbey in South Dakota.  Someone paid for their               
dinners at a supper club which she much enjoyed.

Carol, you will be missed here in the Saint Cloud 
area.  We all wish you well and will remember you 
in our prayers.

Submitted by Connie Lacher, OFS Minister

Life’s Changes    Carol Dagit, OFS

Catherine Gorecki, OFS

Interview with Catherine Gorecki, OFS  

In late October Sister Maurita Niedzielski and 
I traveled to Milaca to Heritage House where                
Catherine Gorecki now, living in assisted living.  
It was an enjoyable time visiting her with Sister 
Maurita who is Catherine’s niece.  What Catherine 
didn’t remember right away Sister prompted her 
with a couple of memories and away she went with 
memories!  Sure hope that if I ever reach the age of 
ninety six I’ll be able to remember as well as she 
does and be so very alert!

Catherine was born on May 23, 1922, the eighth 
of twelve siblings born to John and Theresa Nied-
zielski in the big town of Gillman.  Of the twelve        
siblings there were seven  girls and fi ve boys. 
Catherine and her sister Rosemary are the only          
members of  her family still living.

Catherine commented that Gillman should have 
be called Niedzielski instead of Gillman with all 
the Niedzielski family members living there.  Her        
father was the local banker and Sister Maurita’s     
father was the postmaster and store keeper in Gill-
man as well as running an implement store.   During 
the 1929 market collapse, John Niedzielski’s bank 
was the only back in the area that didn’t go under.   
After graduating from the eighth grade Catherine 
began working in her uncle’s grocery store and post 
offi ce during the summers and weekends while she 
went to high school in Foley.  She worked in the 
grocery store until the time she married her hus-
band, Frank Gorecki.  When I asked her how they 
met she told how the young girls would stand along 
the walls in a group in a dance hall so the guys 
could choose who they wished to dance with.  She 
had seen Frank in the grocery store so he wasn’t 
a stranger.  Catherine thought this farmer was an 
OK guy so agreed to marry him on November 16 
during World War II.

   (Continued on next page)



The story about standing by the walls so the fellows 
could choose who to dance with reminded me of St. 
Clare when the girls had to stand along the wall of the 
church and walk up to get the palms on Palm Sunday 
so the young men could choose who they wished to 
marry.  But, St. Clare didn’t walk up to receive the 
palm from the Bishop and the Bishop had to take the 
palm to her.  The bish-
op likely knew full well 
why Clare did not go to 
the steps of the altar to 
get her palm.  She had 
already promised her 
life to God.

Life as a farmer’s wife 
was a good fi t for Cath-
erine.  After their mar-
riage Frank and Cath-
erine lived with Frank’s 
parents.  She had never 
baked bread before so 
Frank’s  mother bought 
her wonderful large 
bowl and taught her how to bake bread.  This seemed 
to be a signifi cant happy memory for Catherine.  She 
became an excellent baker and baked bread for many 
years after that.

After a couple of years Catherine and Frank decided 
they needed a place of their own. They moved to a 
vacant farm belonging to Frank’s uncle. She referred 
to it as the Lewenderski farm.  The house was so very 
cold with only one oil burner and not very  close to 
the bedroom which meant that a new house needed 
to be built .  For a farmer the fi rst thing needing to 
be built was barn, so that was the fi rst building built.  
After spending the winter in the cold house they                  
decided a new house was in order before  any more 
farm buildings were added.  Frank was an excellent 
carpenter so did the building himself with help from 
neighbors and family.   Frank always waited to build 
a new building on the farm until he had the money to 
build it.   Obviously a totally different societal value 
than what we have today.

The Gillman area was settled by early immigrants 
from Poland.  We spoke about the churches in the 
area which included the Diocesan Catholic Church 
Catherine grew up in. However, there was a National 
Polish Church with a priest from Poland in northern  
Benton County near Brennyville.  It was Catholic but 
many people had strong feelings  about not belonging 

to a National Polish Church obviously wanting to be-
come very American.  There was a following of some 
of the Polish people who chose the National Polish 
Church over the Diocesan church who supported the 
church for many years until they found it to expensive 
to care for and burned it down after many years of not 
being used.

When I asked her what she 
did on the farm as a farm wife 
she said she helped Frank 
milk up to 28 cows twice a 
day.  Raised chickens and a 
large garden.  She lived on 
the farm until her husband 
died of cancer.  Fifteen years 
ago she moved to indepen-
dent living in Foley and two 
years ago moved to Milaca 
with assisted nursing help.

Having a family was                   
important to Catherine but 
she never could conceive   

until she sought the help of a doctor who gave her 
some fertility pills and was fi nally blessed with her son, 
Giles, at the age of thirty-eight.

Their son Giles didn’t want to farm so got a job that he 
could go to after milking the cows in the morning then 
coming home from work to milk the cows again.   Giles 
and his wife Diane had two sons who now live on the 
farm place built by Frank.  Last year Catherine’s son 
died from cancer at the age of fi fty seven.  I could see 
the sadness on her face as she commented, “It should 
have been me at my age instead of Giles.”

It was through Agnes Wendurski that Catherine joined 
the Secular Franciscans.  Catherine and Agnes were 
childhood friends and stayed overnight at Agnes’s farm 
many times then walking to school together in the 
morning.  For many years she did embroidery for fund 
raisers at her parish church.  But with eyes deteriorating 
she can no longer see well enough to do close work 
like that.

Catherine is a joy fi lled woman with a wonderful smile 
on her face.  I asked her how she stays so young.  I 
said to her: “I have more wrinkles than you do!”  She 
chuckled and patted her cheeks and said: “It must be 
the Olay I used all those years!”



Upcoming Birthdays
Janet Hyk, OFS              January 2nd

Rita Fedeema                 January 18th

Rose Beckrich, OFS        January 19th
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Book Donation
Lisa Landwehr, OFS recently 
returned from a retreat with 
the Poor Clares in Cincin-
nati, OH. The sisters she         
visited knew she is a Secu-
lar Franciscan and surprised 
her with a gift donation to 
the St. Cloud Fraternity of 
some books on St. Francis 
and St. Clare, including 
a copy of The Omnibus   
given to the sisters by a 
local Friar in Cincinnati.  

Lisa will be bringing the books to the January gathering and they will be 
available in our Fraternity library if you would like to check them out to 
read.

Lisa met the Cincinnati Poor Clares when she visited her spiritual director, 
Fr. Jim Van Vurst, OFM whom she met 12 years ago via the internet. In 
2006, she wrote to a website called: ask a franciscan.com and her ques-
tion was answered by Fr. Jim. The two kept up their correspondence over 
the years  and Lisa began visiting Fr. Jim in 2013 in Cincinnati. The Poor 
Clares there have a designated “retreat” apartment where the laity can 
come and spend time in prayer with the sisters. 

The public is invited to daily 
Mass at their chapel and those 
on retreat may partake in the 
“choir”, where the Liturgy of 
the Hours is prayed just like 
the Secular Franciscan gather-
ings with each side singing the 
psalms and hymns. 
The sisters have their own       
library and a person on         
retreat may borrow books 
during their retreat.

Pictured left is Lisa among 
the sisters and Fr. Jim. The picture is from 

her fi rst visit in 2013.


